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Withdrawal from Tradition and Expansion into Future

—— Anthropological Consideration of Expelling Disaster Rite of Hani Nationality

Luo Dan

(Institute of Ethnology, Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kunming, Yunnan, 650034)

[ Abstract ]In village society of Hani Nationality, the daily life of people is regulated by collective vil-
lage order, therefore, disasters striking individuals will be handled through collective rite of expelling
disaster. The maintaining and recreation of tradition is a sign for legalization of village authority, but
modernity is dispelling and relocating this very tradition. In a modern society of “casting evils” and
moving toward rationality, in spite of constant accidents, people never stop wishing for and implemen-
tation of the expansion into future. While facing modern risks and uncertainty of future, the so-called
disrupted tradition is showing declination or deterioration of social integration function. However, the
case of Hani villages shows that tradition is not really withdrawing, is actually talked about in another
way, its discipline meaning survives. Tradition is adapting itself by taking in new elements of moder-
nity, and is building the new modes to integrate daily life of these villages.

[ Key words Jwithdrawal from tradition;expansion into future; Hani Nationality;village order;daily life



