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The Spread of “Doctrine” and the Opening of Chinese Path to Modernization during the May
Fourth Period

SUN Shan
(School of Marxism, Shanghai University of Engineering Science, Shanghai, 201620)

Abstract: The Chinese path to modernization was initiated in a specific historical context and social
conditions, and it has established an essential connection with Marxism after multiple explorations. The May
Fourth period stood for an era when Marxism was increasingly popular and widely disseminated in China, and
it is also an important turning point in the process of Chinese modernization and a critical phase for the birth
of new paradigms. The spread of “doctrine” shows the general trend of the historical development of Chinese
social modernization. As a historical process, Chinese modernization was motivated by the spread of “doctrine”,
developed in the early dissemination context of Marxism in China and regulated by the “qualitative stipulation” of
Marxist theory on socialist modernization. To explore the implication of “history genesis” of the path to Chinese
modernization, it is necessary to focus on the grand historical view of national rejuvenation to grasp the historical
situation of the opening of Chinese modernization, and trace back the logical correlation between the spread of
Marxism and Chinese modernization during the May Fourth period. An in-depth study of the spread of “doctrine”
can regulate and cultivate the socialist direction of Chinese modernization, the path of “revolution-modernization”,
the leading force and the fundamental driving force; and then reveal the inevitable logic and historical support of
the opening of the path to Chinese modernization from a holistic perspective.

Keywords: May Fourth Period, Spread of Marxism, Chinese Modernization
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