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The Management Mode of “Co-Governance of Chieftains and Officials” and the Logic of
Frontier Governance in Yunnan during the Ming and Qing Dynasties

ZHANG Nan-lin
(Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100732)

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Yunnan generally implemented the management mode of
“Co-Governance of Chieftains and Officials”, which was not completely denied even after the reform of aboriginal
chieftain system. Through this reform, the governance style and power pattern of many prefectures and counties
were changed, and the power of officials was strengthened. However, the governance logic of the dynastic state
in the local areas was still typical of “ Co-Governance of Chieftains and Officials”. Judging from the formulation
process of Lijia Mingse(household system) and tax collection standards, officials’ governance of southwest
frontiers did not completely adopt the governing mode of the Central Plains. It was not the so-called “duplicated
form of Chinese society”. On the contrary, the officials fully respected and even relied on the management
tradition of the original chieftain, and took it as an important basis for building a new governance order.

Keywords: Yunnan, Co-Governance of Chieftains and Officials, Reform of Aboriginal Chieftains, Frontier
Governance
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