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Diplomatic Discourse Skills and Resolution of National Security Crisis

HU Jian

(Institute for National Security Research, Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai,
201701)

Abstract: People who are accustomed to “the law of the jungle” generally believe that the key means to
resolve the national security crisis is the strength of the country or even just force. However, national strength is
not the only means to ensure national security and resolve security crises. The “security dilemma” of international
relations shows that, apart from national strength, there are more effective means to resolve the national security
crisis, namely the use of discourse skills and the function of language. From the perspective of diplomatic
discourse, national security crisis can be roughly identified as: public opinion attack, economic sanctions, war
threat, military encirclement. In these four aspects, even in the military encirclement where war is most likely to
occur, as long as the war has not started, diplomacy will not stop, and the possibility of discourse to resolve the
security crisis still exists. The way of discourse to resolve security crisis mainly lies in the use of discourse skills,
that is, to embed discourse skills in diplomatic statements, persuasions, debates, rebuttals and other discourse
practices to make impossible peace possible and possible war impossible, thus greatly reducing the cost of national
security and safeguarding national security.
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