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From Focus to Extension: A Multidimensional Study and Reflection on Ethnic Relations in
Southwest China During the Tang and Song Dynasties

DUAN Li-bo & YANG Ze-yu
(School of History and Archives, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650091)

Abstract: The ethnic relation in Southwest China during the Tang and Song Dynasties is a diachronic
presentation of the ethnic relations in southwest frontiers, and it is also a regional scene of ancient Chinese
ethnic history. In the transitional process from “multi-dimensional coexistence” to “progressive integration”, the
Southwest China ethnic relation constitutes a crucial role linking the dispersal pattern of the Wei and Jin Dynasties
to the converging dynamic force of the Yuan and Ming Dynasties. The significant shift from “differentiation-
integration” to “recombination-fusion” has drawn the attention of scholars and sparked specialized debates. In the
Southwest frontiers of the Tang and Song Dynasties, ethnic relations were dynamic and political conflicts were
prevalent. The persistent “communication, interaction, and integration” among ethnic groups constituted “a unitary
core” for studying ethnic relations. “Tang and Song Dynasties” and “Southwest frontiers” co-formed “the dual
dimensions of time and space” and demonstrated “the three-layered structure” in politics, economy, and culture,
and formed the specific aspects of the diverse social picture and historical relations of ethnic groups in Southwest
China. Adopting the perspective from focus to extension, the study on Southwest China ethnic relation in the Tang
and Song Dynasties can both demonstrate the development path of the southwest ethnic relations history and lay a
solid academic foundation for investigating inner mechanism of Chinese national community’s self-development
and the strength of consolidating the sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Keywords: Tang and Song Dynasties, Southwestern Areas, Ethnic Relationship, Unity in Diversity, Interactions,
Exchanges and Integration
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