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On Memory and Time in History Writing

JIANG Cheng-yang
(Si-Mian Institute of Advanced Studies in Humanities, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200241)

Abstract: History writing has always faced the dilemma of lack of experience. Even when writing human
stories, the perceptual words that have entered the reflective state have actually moved away from the original
state of experience. Experience is an immersion, a phenomenological pre-reflection, a timeless, selfless state. In
this regard, whether through historical materials, memories or spatial perception, it is impossible to trace back the
experience of people in history. The presentation of experience, after all, needs to start from oneself. This leads
to the question whether historical writing is necessarily retrospective. Whether a person records his or her daily
experience and uses these experiences to create non-fiction in the future can be regarded as historical writing about
experience.

Keywords: Human Experience, Memory, Time, Ankerschmidt, Proust
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