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Abstract: The “Ethnic Unity Oath Tower”
was formed in the “Ethnic Unity and Home Protec-
tion and Country Defense Conference of Wa Moun-
tain” in Ximeng of Yunnan on January 21, 1951.
It is considered as a quite direct representation of
the Wa Mountain people’s integration into the so-
cialist new China transitioning from a late primitive
society and early slave society, and expressing
their gratitude to the Communist Party of China.
Based on field research related to the “Ethnic Uni-
ty Oath Tower” and applying communication theo-
ry, this paper tries to investigate the dynamic prac-
tice of the “Ethnic Unity Oath Tower” as a com-
munication channel over an extended period, ana-
lyzing the significance of the “Oath Tower” as both
a medium and intermediary. Results indicate that
the communication process surrounding the “Eth-
nic Unity Oath Tower” can be understood through
three key phases: “Blood oath” as an oral commu-
nication act, “building of the stone tower” as a
form of material or entity communication, and
“words in the tower” as text-based communica-
tion.

The media types related to “Oath Tower” ap-
pear to be muliifaceted, including: 1) Entity com-
munication, which bridges oral and textual forms of
communication; 2) architectural media, where the
physical structure serves as a continuous intersec-
tion between material existence and intangible sig-
nificance; 3) historical inheritance, representing
the practical transformation of ideas into tangible
actions; and 4) the transition from oath to tower,
representing the search for a new space-time bal-
ance. These discussions show rich theoretical sig-
nificance, which arguably demonstrate the theoreti-
cal value of communication practice with Chinese
this

course, we can pay more attentions to the diversi-

characteristics. Based on theoretical dis-

fied media forms, deepening our understanding of

the communication practice with Chinese character-
istics. At the same time, the “Ethnic Unity Oath
Tower” and its communication practices are the
products of historical processes, and its inherent
media attributes and communication dynamics
present opportunities for subsequent relevant re-
search and discussion.

The “Ethnic Unity Oath Tower” is a valuable
historical and cultural heritage in the ethnic areas
of China, playing an important role in the adjust-
ment process of ethnic relations across different pe-
riods. Therefore, through the lens of communica-
tion theory applied to the “Ethnic Unity Oath Tow-
er”, this paper addresses the “meta-question” of
“how certain types of” media “can connect with”
ethnicities and “how can these communications be
relevant to ethnic relations” ¢ The significance of
the dynamic communication practice of “Ethnic U-
nity Oath Tower” in forging the consciousness of
Chinese nation community lies in the following: i)
The tower is used as the medium for “integrating”
the diverse ethnic groups into the big family of the
Chinese nation; ii) the tower is regarded as a car-
rier of the “concept” of being “embedded” into
the Chinese national community; iii) and the tower

“

is an object of oath that has “spread” the idea of
forging the consciousness of Chinese national com-
munity. The specific communication practice of
this “ Ethnic Unity Oath Tower” , moreover, ap-
pears to serve a dual function; It records, pre-
serves, and transmits specific national and histori-
cal events, while also bearing witness to the vicis-
situdes in the history of ethnic relations. In short,
its symbolic meaning and enduring attribute are
still of great significance in the current cause of na-
tional unity and progress in China.

Key Words: Ethnic Unity Oath Tower; com-
munication; forging a strong sense of community

for the Chinese nation; Ximeng
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