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Abstract TheBumese goverrment defines the ethnic Chinese as the ethnic Kokang
who are living in the Kokang area which falls into the territory of Buma along the
Chinese-Bumese border. Fram the angles of hisiory and ethnology, the article diagnoses
the - called ethnic Kokang in temsof origin, status, cross border interactivities and the
reaonswhy the Bumese goverrment gives the ethnic Kokang definition The author holds
that the definition i’ t scientific in teimsof ethnology, the ethnic Chinese who are called
the ethnic Kokang is in fact the* Yunnanese” among other ethnic Chinese in Buma
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